294                COLONEL WELLESLEY'S

were killed,, and some missing. Lieutenant West
with a few grenadiers arrived at the main picquet
about ten o'clock. Major Shee, with five companies
of the 33rd, lost his way, and fell in with Colonel
Shawe, and took shelter under the embankments of
the watercourse, where he remained till daylight,
and then returned to the camp. He could give
no other infQrmation than that they had separated,
and that Colonel Wellesley and one company
were missing. Colonel Wellesley arrived at the
Conimander-in-Chief's tent at twelve o'clock, and
reported the failure of his attack on the Tope,
which is thus noted in General Harris's Journal.

ec 6th April, 1799. Remained under great
anxiety till near twelve at night, front the fear
our troops had fired on each other. Lieutenant-
Colonel Shawe very soon reported himself in pos-
session of the post, but a second firing commenced,
and as he had previously sent to know what
had become of the two Native battalions, I could
not be satisfied but that, in the dark, they had
mistaken each other. It proved that all the firing
was from the enemy3 his Majesty's 12th Regi-
, ment scarcely firing a shot the whole night. Near
twelve, Colonel Wellesley came to my tent in a
good deal of agitation, to say he had not carried
the Tope. It proved that the 33rd, with which
he attacked, got into confusion, and could not be
formed, which was great pity, as it must be par-